A case of pulmonary intravascular lymphomatosis diagnosed by thoracoscopic lung biopsy.
Intravascular lymphomatosis with primary pulmonary lesion is an extremely rare disease. Although the major clinical symptoms include fever, cough, dyspnea and loss of body weight, these are not diagnostic. Chest radiograph findings are also nonspecific and include bilateral reticular shadow, reticulonodular shadow, ground-glass opacity or wedge-shaped subpleural opacities. Therefore, the antemortem diagnosis is relatively difficult. It is considered that intravascular lymphomatosis is a high-grade malignant lymphoma. However, it has been shown recently that a good response and long-term survival may possibly be obtained through systemic combination chemotherapy. We report a case of intravascular lymphomatosis with primary pulmonary lesion where an early diagnosis was obtained through thoracoscopic lung biopsy and subsequent systemic chemotherapy proved to be quite effective. Because the clinical symptoms or chest radiograph findings are usually nonspecific, it was thought that thoracoscopic lung biopsy could be a useful procedure for early and reliable diagnosis of primary pulmonary intravascular lymphomatosis and that it might contribute to an improved prognosis.